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REPORT 
COMMITTEE 


Appointed the 15th instant ‘¢ on the provision 
which ought to be made, by law, for the regu- 
lation of quarantine within the district of Colum- 
bia.’ ‘ . i 


25th February, 1803. 


Referred to a committee of the whole House, to: 
morrow. | 
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Nice, to ee was i; 
we Resolution oX the House, of ibe i8tb 
That provision ought to be made by 
regulation quarantine within 
Columbia.” 
The Committee would willingly bane contented — 
themselves with reporting a bill, but they re 
flected that something mere was expected i 
the House. To prevent, in some measure, a 
disappointment in this respect, asummary view 
is oyered of the present condition and operation 
of quarantine regulations. This is intended to 
be plain and practical, not loaded with historical 
research, nor incumbered with scientific dis- 
cussion. Though aware of defects, they think 
it worthy of being referred to the House. | 










THE term quarantine is used in the com- 
“mercial world to denote the detention of a ship or 
vessel at a convenient place, some distance from. 
port, for the space of forty days, for the purpose 
of freeing her from contagion and infection, sup- 
- posed to have been transported 1 in her from foreign 
places. Under the persuasion, that their own 
cities and habitations were exempt from such 
contagion and infection ; and that these destructive 
agents were always introduced from strange or 
remote places, less salubrious than their own, 
_ Mankind have taken great pains to protect them. 
selves from external attacks of the distempers pre- 
he among their neighbours or strangers. By 
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the presumption that contagion was frequent in 
many foreign settlements, and was readily trans- 
ported from country to. country by commercial 
communications, have the nations of the earth been 
influenced in framing. the rules and the means of 
restraint imposed upon their mutual intercourse. 
They have often looked upon each other as lazars 
or lepers, and treated visitors and passengers, at 
2 certain seasons, as such. 

~The importance of the subject, as well to the 
commerce and revenue of the United States, as to 
the happiness and security of her citizens, has 
induced your committee to look into it carefully, 
and attentively, “They have endeavored to gather 
facts, and to deduce therefrom correct conclusions, 
And upon the most complete investigation which 
they have been able to give the subject, they are 
decidedly. of opinion, that the ideas i nerally enter- 
tained, are often erroneous, and at est extremely 
defective. 

It is true that many of the maladies, and diseases 
which afflict mankind, such as small- -pox for ex- 
ample," may be transfer red from one person to 


-. another ina state of the atmosphere suited to the 


* concentration and transmission of contagion. But 
of late, doubts have been entertained in the minds 
of some of the best observers, of such as have had 
ereat opportunities of knewing and judging, whe- 
ther the like contagiousness is true of yellow-fever , 

and the fever infesting ships, sickness, of distant 
places, and the danger arising from any intercourse 
‘with them, is one of the trite themes of remark 
almost every where: Few people can be brought 
to acknowledge the noxiousness of the soil and 
‘atmosphere of their permanent residence. Thus 
the inhabitants of the West-India islands are 
positive that they import yellow-fever from Boston, 

New-Y ork, ; Philadelphia or Baltimore ; while the 
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residents of those cities, respectively, have been 
quite as decided in their convictions, that the same 
distemper is brought to them from Cape Francois, 
Kingston, Havannah and Demarara. Both sides 
are equally positive—and both! about equally 
wrong. Durtig the 7 or 800 years in which these 
erroneous sentiments have been indulged, great 
_embarrassments have been exnerienced, and at 
this day seem to be increasing. It 1s an ovjest 
: worthy the attention of the National Legisiature, 
to Bicieas within these states, this growing eévil. 
. Itis apparent to your committee, that most, if 
not all, the infectious diseases, which at times 
afflict the crews of sea vessels, arise not from the 
ports or countries they have visited, but from 
causes which exist within the vessel. Human 
beings inhabiting crouded situations,engender and 
communicate diseases, which increase in frequency 
and malignity by stoth and uncleanness. Now a 
ship is a human habitation, and sometimes the 
_ Crew is very numerous; and usually prone to grow 
unclean, Frequently this uncleanness accumulates 
toa disgusting degree and turns to.poison. This 
. poison stirs up pestilence. Arr! vals from Lurope 
have given recent and useful proofs of this. A 
ship isnot merely a human dwelling; she is also 
a magazine or store-house: Within her sides, as 
ina common receptacle, are collected many sorts 
of things, prone to perish and corrupt. . Beef, fish, 
pork, hides and other animal substances frequently 
taint the hold that contains them, with their dele- 
tergous vapours. ‘This tendency to putrify, is 
often increased by the scanty quantity, and weak 
quality of the Liverpool salt, with which they are 
nut up. ~ Their provisions spoiling during the 
Vest-India voyages, and rotting on ship board, 
which is a well known case in hot climates, render 
the birth and quarters ofthe men unhealthy. The 
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crew sickens from. the operation of such mis- 

chievous agents, and some of the hands are soon 

destroyed. . The evil is increased, when they are 
obliged to feed upon such impure meat as part of 
a daily. ration.. Not only animal substances, by 

onions, coffee, indian-corn, and various other 

vegetables, which are transported from  eoun- 

try to country, contribute by their occasional 
decay, to render unhealthy the. vessels. in 
which they are carried. = From these 

causes: it is wellknown, that vessels sailing 
between our. ports: and the:southern islands dege- 

nerate, and frequently are found in a very filthy: 
and unclean condition, From the corruption of | 
their cargoes, and the uncleanliness of the crews, 
ships may be filled with a venomous atmosphere, _ 
and the timbers, planks, bedding, &c, be charg- 
ed or impregnated..with the inbred. mischief. 
Ships belonging to the United States afford in- 
structive examples of sickness. originating’ in an 
atmosphere, contaminated. by the exhalations 
frem_ spoiled ,putrid: provisions: on their outward: 
bound voyages. A corrupting barre} of beef has: 
done great injury on board a vessel, sailing: ae 
Great Britain tothe United States, 

It is a remarkable fact, that ships and verges) 
though so. prone; to become foul and pestilential, 
are seldomcleansed in socomplete a manner as they 

ought to be. Irom the time that they arelaunched,’ 
to the day of their condemnation, few or none-of 
them are perfectly purifieds Year after year, this’ 
foulness.1 increases, insomuch: that old ships and ves." 
se s.are usually: ‘the most: foul ane loxslisomie) of 
human habitations. HT WAS) Gl ap 

Ships. being thus from their structure; tenants 
and cargoes peculiarly liable to accumulate pesti-. 
lence, : and, are rarely. or never cleaned out, as they’ 
eughtto be, carry thatinfectious: miasm, ‘engen-- 
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dered within them, to all parts of the world. 
_. And by a curious and unhappy mistake, the’ pesti- 
lence produced in these floating mansions, has been 
almost always ascribed to the place from whence 
she last came, though that place may, and often 
has not had any kind of agency in the matter. 
From these observations, it will appear, indubi- 

table to every reflecting mind, that the common 
mode of quarantine, by detaining a foul ship at 
anchor, will rather increase than remedy the evil, 
intended to be guarded against: And that the 
usual bills of health are nugatory or deceitful ; 
for if a clean ship sails from a sickly place, a foul 
bil of health will not really indicate an unfavorable 
_ state of health on board, nor prove the crew to be 

infected with the distemper that prevails in the 
port she left ; nor will a clean bill prove, that tne 
people in a “pestilential vessel are in good | nae 
or that she is in a safe or fitting condition, to be 
admitted, to port.» Hence the two-fold evil arises 
of punishing the innocent, and’ letting the guilty 
go free—and consequently bills of health are either 
useless, or worse than nothing. - With the Dutch, 
~who are remarkable for clean ships, and who carry 
the system of purification on board their vessels, 
to a greater extent than any other nation of Ku- 
rope, quarantine isa mere form only. Pesti- 
lence can neither be bred nor‘contifa: -d, on board 
the vessels of the Hollanders. 

Instead of the rigorous rules of quaraatine, a- 
dopted in the United Scates, your committee are 
of. opinion,, the evils ‘intended’ to’ be guarded 
against thereby, might be more effectually prevent- 
ed by less injurious means. | It is remarkable 
what. pains are usually taken to prevent the com. 
plete and healthy: purification of ships. None of 
the regulations which have’ hitherto been entered 
into, direct the method of performing it, or insist 
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upon it with sufficient energy. A ship cannot 
be deemed healthy and fit for a voyage, merely 
because the hold and windows have been opened, 

after she is unladed, her decks washed and scrap- 
ed, and the bilge-water pumped out... Nor will 
the smoaking her out with brimstone zak, or nis 
trous and muriatic vapours, render hera suitable 
habitation to preserve the health and lives of men. 
As well might it be pretended, that infected rooms, 


beds and clothes could be purified by letting in the 


air, and setting fumigating mixtures into action ; 
when all domestic experience teaches, that soap, — 
ley, and lime, are sure and necessary aus MATIbS 
in all cases of difficulty and danger. 

It is a lamentable fact, that under the present _ 
quarantine regulations, in’ many places, so little | 
regard is paid to cleaning a fetid and infectious 
ship,;. that provided she does not transeress the 
rules of tse port, where she happens to be, by 
proceeding beyond her prescribed limits; she may 
nevertheless weigh anchor, and go in her foul Si- 
tuation to any other port or city, without any man-~ 


ner of impe diment.,” By this unskilful practice, is 


the poison of plague, pestilence, or yellow fever . 
produced, continued and multiplied, in conformi- 
y with the order of nature, on ship-board, and _ 

carried to all the places she visits. And while — 
this dreadful’ custom prevails, there will not be an ~ 
one of the rumours of imported contagion, and — 
all tae consequent terror and stagnation of busi. 
ness at home, and of detention and expence of 
quarantine abroad. ‘The recent accounts of the © 
severe quarantine of 120 days, imposed upon ~ 
American vessels, in some of the principal ports. 
of Spain, must fill every friend of our commerce 
with regret. It amounts to an almost total. pro- 
hibition of our trade with those cities; and is 
viewed by your committee, as arising aoe the - 
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false alarms and unfounded suggestions among our 
own citizens. In order to prevent these alarm 
ing evils, it is necessary to, form our health 
laws upon more scientific principles, and to 
regulate our commercial intercourses upon 
maxims more accordant .with domestic neatness 
and economy. 

Considering the magic influence of names in 
certain cifcumstances, and the high j importance of. 
a correct nomenclature for legal and scientific pur- 
poses; it were to be wished that the term quaran- 
tine should be erased from the statute books of the 
- Union and ofeach particular state. Regulations, 
_ precise and explicit, should, in the opinion of your 
committee, be formed to prevent foul and infecti- 
ous vessels with sickly crews from entering our 
ports, or proceeding on any voyage in that situa: 
tion.. Nor is the matter so difficult of execution 
as many have imagined. When a vessel, arrives 
from any foreign port, let her be anchored at some 
convenient place. Ifanyare sick on board, let 
them be landed and provided for. If she has. any 
spoiled and putrified provisions or merchandize on . 
board, let them be also landed; and then cause her 
to be scoured and cleansed in every part with clean 
water, soap, sand, ley, lime and other cleansing and 
purifying substances. After which the admission 
ofa plenty of clean and good air, will complete the 
object of purification. These are the methods we 
use with success to purify our habitations on the 
land... 1 ‘hey are equally applicable to habitations 
‘on the water. And itis necessary to scour the lat- 
ter as frequently and as thoroughly as the former. 
But as individuals, who own and navigate vessels; 
are too careless or forgetful to cause them to be fre- 
quently and efficaciously cleansed, there is a neces- 
sity for public authority to interfere. ‘This inter- 

ference should be exerted to purify every foul and 
; B 
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pestilential vessel that enters a port, and not keep 
her idly and injurioasly icing at anchor. 

V/hen the civilized werld shall, with one accord, 
enforc eit regular and exact purification of ships, 
there will be rothing on board to turn to pestilential 
or any 6 ath er fever producing agent, “And all the en- 
guiry necessary now, - is, vhen a vessel arrives, 
‘whether she is clean and healthy, or dirty, As the 
latter is almost always the fact, she should be 
cleansed ‘by publi authority, and never suffered 
to go ta sea, no more than enter a port, in a foul 
int a condition, There sould then be no ‘ves- 
Seis afloat carry ing infection from place to place 
with them, and the tales about contagion from 
foreign ports would dic away, and cease to agitate 
sociciy, tothe great Getriment of cur commerce, 
and cusgrace of our rational, vedio and philoso- 
phic gi acquirements. 

Afier taxing this ppp chensh view of the sub- 
ject, it would have been pleasing to the committee 
to have proposed a plain, cheap and expeditious 
mode cf treating vessels arriving at the port of 
Alexanuria conforma bly to these principles; but 
the advanced period of the session prevents their 
ofieving any thing new or unexplored for the consi- 
deration of the Hoes at this time. ‘They content 
themscives therefore for the present with calling 
the aitcition of the members to this important ‘sub- 
ject, aad presenting {for their adoption as a tempo- 
rary exped:eat, a bill for eu eid the quarantine 
jaws vi yuginia co the territory of ‘Columbia, 
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